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The Conservation Trust for St Laurence (Charity No. 1114678)

Places of Pilgrimage: The Marches

A specially-commissioned art exhibition – Places of Pilgrimage: The Marches – by 
the artist Ian Scott Massie will be on view in St Laurence’s during the month of May 
2018. This well-known artist has created a new exhibition of 40 paintings of evocative 
places in the Marches area, including Shropshire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire.

All art – original paintings, limited edition prints and cards – is available for sale, and 
proceeds go to the work of The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow. Admission 
to this art exhibition in St Laurence’s is free.

Ludlow by Ian Scott Massie.



Letter from the Chairman

As I come to the end of my two-year 
Chairmanship and six years on the board of 
the Conservation Trust, I would like to thank 
my fellow Trustees, members of the Palmers’ 
Council, Ludlow Palmers (the fund-raising 
arm of the Conservation Trust) and benefactors 
and supporters of St Laurence church for their 
tireless work to raise funds for the restoration 
and repair of the building and its historic 
treasures.

As a relatively small independent charity, the 
Conservation Trust certainly punches above 
its weight. Over the past 12 years, your Trust 
has made grants in excess of £500,000 to St 
Laurence church. With a Ludlow population of 
less than 12,000 people, this is an impressive 
achievement. Over the past 12 months alone, 
the Trust has made grants of £90,000 (50% of 
the total cost) towards significant repairs to St 
Laurence’s tower, roof and stonework.

Over the next year, the Conservation Trust 
will work closely with St Laurence’s to secure 
a Heritage Lottery Fund grant. Of specific 
interest to our work will be an emphasis on 
repairing and conserving the 15th century 
chancel windows, which are now in desperate 
need of attention.

I would encourage you to support the 2018-
19 Conservation Trust officers and the Trustees 
as they work with St Laurence to secure its 
future for both Ludlow and the nation.

Rory Chase, Chair, Conservation Trust for St 
Laurence, Ludlow
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Meet the Medieval 
Pilgrim

A ‘medieval’ pilgrim will be 
resident in St Laurence’s over 
the Ludlow Palmers’ Weekend. 
He will talk about going on 
a medieval pilgrimage, show 
visitors to St Laurence’s his 
collection of ‘relics’, and play 
pilgrim music on a number 
of reproduction medieval 
instruments.  Join in the fun and 
come to St Laurence’s during 
the 26-28 May Ludlow Palmers’ 
Weekend.

The Medieval Pilgrim.



Join the Ludlow Palmers – Live History

Subscribers to the medieval Ludlow Palmers Guild paid an annual membership fee 
(equivalent to £220 in today’s money) to help members “reduced to poverty by theft, 
fire, shipwreck or other mishap or wrongfully imprisoned anywhere in England, to 
provide assistance during temporary sickness or incurable disease or as a dowry for 
sisters of the Guild on their marriage or entry into religion”.

For nearly 300 years, until the Guild’s 
suppression by Edward VI, the Ludlow 
Palmers provided St Laurence with financial 
resources to maintain and enhance the 
building, as well as enrich Ludlow town 
life through music and education. The 
magnificent building, beautiful ceilings, 
rare medieval stained-glass windows, and 
historic misericords are a few of the Ludlow 
Palmers Guild’s legacies to Ludlow and the 
nation.

Founded in 2006, today’s Ludlow Palmers 
support the repair and conservation of St 
Laurence’s fabric and historical treasures. 
Membership in the modern Ludlow Palmers 
is based on positions assigned to medieval 
Guild members: Palmers, Stewards and 
Wardens. In addition, modern Ludlow 
Palmers may join the Guild Circle.

We have one advantage over our 
predecessors six centuries ago. For every 
charitable gift made by a Ludlow Palmer 
who pays tax in the UK, the government 
adds 25% through Gift Aid at no extra cost to the donor. Legacies made in wills are 
exempt from taxation and can reduce inheritance tax.

To become a Ludlow Palmer, Steward, Warden or Guild Circle member, see page 7 
and 8 of this newsletter.

The Conservation Trust for St Laurence

CONSERVATION NEWS
Helping to conserve the fabric and treasures of St Laurence’s

The Ludlow
Palmers

The Conservation Trust for St Laurence

Page 3

Sealof the medieval Ludow Palmers 
Guold.
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26-28 May 2018 Ludlow Palmers’ Weekend

A number of Ludlow Palmer events will be held over the 2018 late May Bank Holiday 
Weekend, including an art exhibition and a shop window dressing competition 
in Ludlow town centre. In addition, the Walking With The Wounded Charity will 
participate in our pilgrimage events. On 28 May, pilgrims will set off from Ludlow to 
Hereford Cathedral. You can pick your own pilgrimage, including:

• A gentle 6-mile walk led by the Dean of Hereford Cathedral from Marden Parish 
Church to Hereford Cathedral. A coach will take you from Ludlow to Marden and 
return you from Hereford to Ludlow: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ludlow-palmers-
walking-pilgrimage-to-hereford-cathedral-tickets-42283700687

or

• A garden tour of The Vine at Tarrington (18th century garden with a number of 
‘rooms’) and the 5 gardens at Hereford Cathedral (led by the head gardener): www.
eventbrite.co.uk/e/ludlow-palmers-herefordshire-garden-tour-tickets-41998038263 

or

• A 30-mile cycle ride with cycle leaders and support from Ludlow to Hereford 
Cathedral with stops at Kingsland and Canon Pyon: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ludlow-
palmers-cycle-ride-to-hereford-cathedral-tickets-42233249787

or

• A coach directly to Hereford Cathedral for an afternoon of talks, tours and activities:
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ludlow-palmers-pilgrimage-to-hereford-cathedral-tickets-
42072700580

Each pilgrim will receive a St Thomas de Cantilupe pilgrim’s badge as a memento, 
there is an optional cream tea at the Cathedral, and an optional Pilgrims’ Evensong 
sung by St Laurence’s choir.

The cost for any one of these pilgrimages is £25 and the optional cream tea is an extra 
£6.50. (There is a reduced cost for children participating on the 6-mile walk and 30-
mile cycle ride). After expenses, all proceeds from these events go towards the work 
of the Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow.
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You can book your pilgrimage 
place via the Internet as noted 
above or pay by cheque. If you 
would like to choose the latter 
method of payment, please make 
your cheque payable to “CTSLL” 
and post to 

CTSLL, 2 College Street, Ludlow, 
Shropshire SY8 1AN 

(please clearly state which 
event). 

Conservation Trust Events

Tuesday, 1st May to Monday, 28th May 2018
Places of Pilgrimage: The Marches Art Exhibition
10am to 5pm, at St Laurence Church. Month-long art exhibition of specially-commissioned 
works on both sacred and secular places of pilgrimage in the Marches, including Shropshire, 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire. All art – original paintings, limited edition prints and cards 
– is available for sale, and proceeds go to the work of The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, 
Ludlow. Admission is free.

Tuesday 8th May
Pilgrimage: Yesterday and Tomorrow
7:45pm to 9pm, St Laurence Church. Michael Tavinor, Dean of Hereford Cathedral and author 
of Saints and Sinners of the Marches, concludes the Ludlow Palmers’ “Pilgrims and Pilgrimage 
Lecture Series” with insights into pilgrimage – yesterday and today. Tickets from the Ludlow 
Assembly Rooms: Ludlow Palmers £7; non-Palmers £8

Wednesday 16th May 2018
Quiz Night
7:30pm to 10:30pm in Ludlow Brewery, Station Drive SY8 2PQ
Come and test your knowledge against Ludlow’s best. Bring your team of 4 and have fun. 
Quizmaster: Jonathan Ormond. All income goes to the work of the Conservation Trust for St 
Laurence, Ludlow. Entry fee at the door: £3 (£12 a table of 4). Supper optional (extra charge).
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Thursday 17th May 2018
Death in the Garden
2:30pm to 4:30pm in Ludlow Methodist Church, Broad Street. Poisonous plants - Myths, Magic, 
Passion and Murder. Be warned! Michael Brown, historian and gardener, provides a fascinating 
and amusing talk about potentially dangerous plants that we all have in our gardens. Part of the 
Palmers’ Talk and Tea series. Tickets (limited seating): £5 on door (tea and cake included).

Saturday, 26th May to Sunday, 27th May 2018
Meet the Medieval Palmer
10am to 5pm, at St Laurence Church. Meet a Medieval Palmer who will talk about his 
experiences as a pilgrim, show you his collection of religious ‘souvenirs’ and relics, and play 
a number of musical instruments that help pilgrims to make their way to pilgrimage sites like 
Santiago de Compostela, Rome or Jerusalem. Part of the “2018 Ludlow Palmers Pilgrimage 
Weekend”. Admission is free.

Monday, 28th May 2018
Pilgrimage from Ludlow to Hereford Cathedral
Join the Ludlow Palmers on their pilgrimage to Hereford Cathedral. Select one of the following 
pilgrimages: 6-mile walk with the Dean of Hereford Cathedral, 30-mile cycle ride from Ludlow to 
Hereford via Kingsland and Canon Pyon, tour of gardens at The Vine at Tarrington and Hereford 
Cathedral, or a coach to Hereford Cathedral for an afternoon of talks and activities. At Hereford 
Cathedral (approximately 3:30pm) there will be a ceremony where you will receive a pilgrim’s 
badge as a memento. Following the ceremony there will be an optional cream tea, followed 
by an optional Pilgrims’ Choral Evensong, including a procession to the two English saints in 
Hereford Cathedral, sung by St Laurence’s choir. Coaches are provided to return from Hereford 
to Ludlow. The cost of each pilgrimage is £25. The optional cream tea is £6.50. Registration for 
the pilgrimages close on 20th May 2018.

Sunday 17th June 2018
Conservation Trust Annual Meeting and Choral Evensong
2:00pm in St Laurence’s, Ludlow for Annual Meeting and talk on medieval Ludlow Palmers Guild 
by PhD candidate Rachael Harkes, followed by tea & cake, and at 3:30pm a special Choral 
Evensong sung by St Laurence’s choir to celebrate the Trust’s milestone of raising £500,000 for 
St Laurence’s conservation work.

Saturday 30th June 2018
Ludlow Street Collection in Aid of the Conservation Trust
10am to 2pm in Ludlow Town Centre. We need your help! One hour of your time could raise up 
to £50 for the Palmers’ work. Contact Jayne Cant if you can help. Email: jayne.cant@virgin.net

More 2018 events are found at the Ludlow Palmers’ website: http://www.ludlowpalmers.
uk/calendar.html
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Please tick all that apply:

Name:

Address: 

Telephone: 

Email:

Please return to the Ludlow Palmers,
Membership Secretary 2 College Street
Ludlow SY8 1AN, UK

THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW 
Gift Aid declaration - for this & future donations

Title:  First names or initials: 

Surname:

Full home address:

       Post Code:

Tel:     Email:

Please Treat As Gift Aid Donations All Qualifying Gifts Of Money Made Tick Box(es) Which Apply
     
Now                In The Future 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 
April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) 
that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax 
do not quality. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give.

Date:   Signature:

Please notify the Conservation Trust if you want to cancel your declaration, change your name or home address, or 
no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and / or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional 
rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your 
Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Please return your completed form to:
The Hon Treasurer, THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW 
(Charity No. 1114678)  •  2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1AN, United Kingdom

Standing order (complete the standing 
order form reverse side and gift aid form if 
applicable)

Single donation (if applicable complete Gift 
Aid form and make your cheque to CTSLL)

Request information about legacies

Offer to help with the Ludlow Palmers

I/we agree to allow our name(s) to be entered 
into Palmers’ literature and on website at the 
appropriate Palmers’ membership level (see 
page 8).

Add my name to the mailing list (I/we agree 
to receive information on Ludlow Palmers 
activities, events, etc, in print/electronic 
formats)

Become a Ludlow Palmer - Live History
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THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW
STANDING ORDER INSTRUCTION

To: The Manager of Bank plc

Address:

      Post Code:

Sort Code:            Account No: 

Account Name:

Please pay: National Westminster Bank plc, Ludlow Branch
Sort Code: 53-81-18
Account No: 82517193
Account Name: The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow

The sum of £   starting on (date of first payment)

and thereafter on (date and frequency of payments)

Signed:       Date:

Please return the completed form to:   The Hon Treasurer, The Conservation Trust 
for St Laurence, Ludlow 2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1AN  United Kingdom
printed by: st leonards press  ludlow  01584 878283

LUDLOW PALMERS MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Ludlow Palmers falls into four categories and is based on positions 
held by the medieval Ludlow Palmers Guild:

Ludlow Palmers: Annual donation up to £249 entitles members to receive public 
acknowledgement, invitation to annual meeting, quarterly newsletter, advanced notice of 
social, informational, musical and fund-raising events, as well as discounted tickets for some 
events.

Stewards: Annual donation between £250-£499 entitles members to all Ludlow Palmers’ 
membership benefits plus free tickets for some events.

Wardens: Annual standing order donation between £500-£999 entitles members to all Stewards’ 
membership benefits plus free tickets for certain additional events.

Guild Circle: Annual standing order donation of at least £1000 entitles members to all Wardens’ 
membership benefits plus invitation to special events and privileged access to event speakers.


