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St Laurence Tower Damaged in December Storm

The dreadful weather of the weekend of 5th December 2015 caused lots of problems 
throughout the country, and St Laurence’s tower did not escape unscathed.  The high 

winds caused two breaks in the 
vertical metal saddle bars in the 
north lantern window. These saddle 
bars are crucially important in 
keeping the large ‘perpendicular’ 
windows securely in place. Also, 
the top finial of one of the eight 
pinnacles on top of the tower 
came loose, but was luckily kept in 
place by the lightning conductor! 
We’re pleased to say that this was 
not one of the recently-restored 
pinnacles. It’s interesting to note 
that Hereford Cathedral suffered 
similar damage in the storm. The 
church’s retained steeplejacks 
have temporarily secured both 
window and pinnacle.
As this is storm damage, it is 
expected that it will be covered 
by the church’s insurance. The 
insurer’s first estimate of cost is 
£40,000, but there is an excess 
on the policy of £2,500 and 
the church will apply to the 
Conservation Trust for a grant to 
cover this excess.

Steeplejack temporarily securing pinnacle damaged during storm.

The Conservation Trust for St Laurence (Charity No. 1114678)
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Letter from the Chairman

I’d like to thank everyone who helped to make 2015 a very successful one for the 
Ludlow Palmers and the Conservation Trust. Despite all the difficulties and uncertainties 
following the departure of the Team Rector, the work of conserving the fabric of the 
church goes on. Clerk of Works, Shaun Ward, has applied to the Listed Places of 
Worship Repair Fund for 90% of a £60,000 package of works to tackle a range of 
remaining problems of water ingress. The church is required to provide the other 10% 
but it can do this with confidence because the Conservation Trust has already voted 
£6,000 towards some parts of the package.

The most urgent work concerns the surface drainage gullies outside the church on the 
south side. These are ineffective at present. Rising damp is penetrating the walls of 
the church on the south side of the chancel and many of the monuments are suffering 
from the damp. Several of the high-level external roof doors are also in need of 
attention to prevent ingress of water and damage to stonework. We want to achieve 
our aim of making the church completely watertight. Parts of the tower also need re-
pointing, a costly business as it involves steeplejacks again abseiling from the tower. 
Your continuing support is greatly appreciated.

Hugh Wood, Chairman

Follow Ludlow Palmers’ Activities through Social Media

The Ludlow Palmers have their own website, and Facebook and Twitter pages:

Website: http://www.ludlowpalmers.uk
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ludlowpalmers
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ludlowpalmers

The website contains the latest news, calendar of events, newsletter and online 
donation facility. You also can tweet to the Ludlow Palmers and the message will 
appear on the website home page.

The Palmers’ Facebook and Twitter pages contain the latest news about our activities. 
Become a follower of the Ludlow Palmers and keep up-to-date! You also can contribute 
your own posts and tweets to the Ludlow Palmers’ Facebook and Twitter pages.



St Laurence’s church is a gem of 
a building – a bequest to us from 
those who in the 1400s elevated it 
to rank among the greatest churches 
in England, a position that it still 
holds today.

They were called ‘palmers’, 
members of the Ludlow Palmers’ 
Guild who, by gifts in their lifetime 
and in their wills, created much of 
what we see around us today – the 
towering columns and arches, the 
rare stained glass, the carvings in 
stone and wood and the treasures 
of art.

Now it is our turn to protect for 
future generations the gift that we 
have received.

We are re-launching the Ludlow 
Palmers and asking everyone 
who cares about the future of this 
wonderful church to join us. You 
can become a Ludlow Palmer by 
setting up a standing order, by making a one-off donation, or by agreeing to leave a 
legacy.

Will you join us?  Will you become a Ludlow Palmer?

We have one advantage over our predecessors six centuries ago. For every charitable 
gift made by a Ludlow Palmer who pays tax in the UK, the government adds 25% 
through Gift Aid at no extra cost to the donor. Legacies made in wills are exempt from 
taxation and can reduce inheritance tax.

To become a Ludlow Palmer now, see page 7 of this newsletter.
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Part of one of the Commandments windows
 illustrating ‘Thou shalt not steal’.



Day Conference on the Stained Glass of St Laurence’s

We’re looking forward to this prestigious event on 25th June which brings to Ludlow 
an impressive array of experts from across the country. There will be talks on the 
Palmers’ window, on the Tree of Jesse window, the liturgical windows and the 19th & 
20th century windows.

The speakers include:

• Sarah Brown, Director of York Glaziers Trust
• Professor Tim Ayers, University of York
• Dr Christian Liddy, University of Durham
• Bridget Cherry, Independent Scholar
• Dr Jasmine Allen, Curator of the Stained Glass Museum at Ely

Although this conference is being advertised nationally and internationally, it is being 
put on mainly to give local people a chance to learn more about the church and its 
treasure of stained glass windows. The standard ticket price is £50, but local residents 
qualify for a reduced price of £45 and Ludlow Palmers just pay £40. We’re expecting 
the conference to be very popular and recommend you to book your place early. 

For more details and booking arrangements see Web page: 
http://www.ludlowpalmers.uk/Flier%203.pdf
or contact Hugh Wood on 01584 876901.
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Detail from the 15th century Palmers’ window, featured on the cover of 
Simon Jenkins’ book “England’s Thousand Best Churches”.
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Conservation Trust Events
24th February 2016
Cheese & Wine Tasting
2:00pm to 4:00pm Ludlow Womens Centre
Tickets: £5 Ludlow Palmers; £10 guests (Admission by ticket – limited to 30 people)
Tickets available by writing to: Mr Rory Chase, CTSLL, 2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 
1AN (Cheques made payable to CTSLL)
An opportunity to sample some of Britain’s (and Europe’s) most delicious cheeses, 
accompanied by perfectly matched wines. Event for Ludlow Palmers and their guests; 
organised by Ludlow’s Harp Lane Deli.

12th April 2016
Half-Day Conference – The Wood Carvings in St Laurence’s
10.00am to 12.30pm in St Laurence’s
The Misericords: Morality and the Palmers’ Guild in Late Medieval Ludlow 
Dr Debra Strickland, Senior Lecturer in the History of Art, Glasgow University
A Tour of the Chancel Ceiling
Peter White, writer on church history and contributor to Dictionary of National 
Biography
Includes coffee at half-time. £5 pay on the door. 
For more details see: www.ludlowpalmers.uk/Flier%202.pdf

6th June 2016
Exploring the Palmers’ Chapel
3.00pm to 5.00pm in Palmers’ Chapel in St Laurence’s
Hugh Wood, Chairman, Ludlow Palmers, talks about the medieval Palmers’ Guild in 
Ludlow and St Laurence church (includes brief Palmers’ Annual Meeting). Includes tea 
and biscuits. Free admission.

25th June 2016
Windows on a Parish: The Stained Glass of St Laurence
9.00am to 4.00pm in St Laurence’s
Tickets: Standard ticket £50; Members of supporting organisations £45; Ludlow 
Palmers £40.
A day-long event of talks and tours by some of the world’s leading experts on stained 
glass with special emphasis on St Laurence’s internationally famous glass.
Full booking details see: http://www.ludlowpalmers.uk/Flier%203.pdf
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Tour of the Church

On 15th October a group of around 40 local residents 
attended a short talk by Hugh Wood in St Laurence’s. 
This was followed by a tour of the church in two 
groups led by Hugh Wood and Peter White. The tour 
was judged a great success.

This coat of arms is in the 19th century west window. 
It commemorates the marriage in 1368 of Edmund 
Mortimer, 3rd Earl of March to Philippa, Countess of 
Ulster and granddaughter of Edward III. This marriage 
of the Mortimers into the royal family was to be a vital 
plank of the Yorkists claim to the throne during the 
Wars of the Roses.

Report on Race Night

On  20th November about 70 people enjoyed a Race Night at the Ludlow Brewery. 
The event raised £1,000 for the Conservation Trust.

Down the stretch – Race Night at Ludlow Brewery.

Coat of arms commemorating 
the marriage of Edmund 

Mortimer, 3rd Earl of March, to 
Philippa, Countess of Ulster.



The Conservation Trust for St Laurence

CONSERVATION NEWS
Helping to conserve the fabric and treasures of St Laurence’s

The Ludlow
Palmers

The Conservation Trust for St Laurence

Become a Ludlow Palmer
Please use this form to make a donation, learn 
more about providing a legacy, help to promote 
Trust activities, or join the mailing list. Please tick 
all that apply:

Name:

Address: 

Telephone: 

Email:

Please return to the Ludlow Palmers,
2 College Street
Ludlow SY8 1ET, UK

THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW
Gift Aid declaration - for this & future donations

Title:  First names or initials: 

Surname:

Full home address:

       Post Code:

Tel:     Email:

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made tick box(es) which apply
     
Now                In the future 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 
April to 5 April) that is at leasxt equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur 
Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes 
such as VAT and Council Tax do not quality. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 
that I give.

Date:   Signature:

Please notify the Trust if you want to cancel your declaration, change your name or home address, or no 
longer pay sufficient tax on your income and / or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or 
additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid 
donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Please return your completed form to:
The Hon Treasurer, THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW 
(Charity No. 1114678)  •  2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1ET, United Kingdom

Standing order - complete the standing 
order form reverse side and gift aid form if 
applicable.

Single donation - complete gift aid form and 
make your cheque to CTSLL.

Request information about legacies.

Offer to help with the Ludlow Palmers.

Add to the mailing list.
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THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW

STANDING ORDER INSTRUCTION

To: The Manager of Bank plc

Address:

      Post Code:

Sort Code: 

Account No: 

Account Name:

Please pay: National Westminster Bank plc, Ludlow Branch

Sort Code: 53-81-18

Account No: 82517193

Account Name: The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow

The sum of £

Weekly / monthly / quarterly / annually (in advance) – (Please delete as appropriate)

starting on (date of first payment)

Signed:       Date:

Please return the completed form to:

The Hon Treasurer, The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow
2 College Street
Ludlow SY8 1AN
United Kingdom


