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The Conservation Trust for St Laurence (Charity No. 1114678)

Also included in the LPWRRF grant are funds for the replacement and improvement of 
several of the high-level doors leading to the roofs, which require immediate attention. 
The work should be completed in Spring 2017.

A number of successful fund-raising efforts by the Ludlow Palmers made the £12,000 
matching grant possible. It ensures that this historic building remains watertight and 
its many architectural treasures are preserved for future generations.

Kestrel-Cam aerial view by drone of St Laurence’s church (Copyright Kestrel Cam Limited).

Conservation Trust Announces £12,000 Grant

The Conservation Trust has announced a £12,000 matching grant to St Laurence’s 
church for repairs to its roof and rain gullies. The matching grant has been made after 
St Laurence’s church received a £44,400 grant from the Listed Places of Worship Roof 
Repair Fund (LPWRRF).
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Letter from the Chairman

June was a busy month for the Ludlow Palmers with their Annual Meeting, monthly 
‘Talk & Tea’ (Caro Lyle Skyrme discussing the culture crisis and its effect on an ageing 
population and rural communities), coach tour to Bridgnorth and Dower House Garden 
at Morville Hall, and the conference on St Laurence’s stained glass. A big thank you 
to all Palmers and supporters who volunteered their time and expertise to make these 
events a success. Nearly £2,500 was raised – all of it earmarked for the continuing work 
of the Conservation Trust.

The task facing any charity is to move forward through a growing awareness of the 
stated problem or concern, and involving more people in seeking its solution(s). The 
major challenge for this charity is encouraging more people who have an interest in 
St Laurence’s, Ludlow, history and/or architecture to join as Palmers. There are many 
opportunities to take part as a Palmer, and I encourage you to do so.

One immediate concern is funding much-needed restoration of the Tudor woodwork 
in St John’s chapel – the Palmers’ chapel. At their meeting in October, the Trustees will 
discuss how to go forward with fund-raising. More details on the restoration work and 
how to fund it will be included in the next newsletter.

Rory Chase, Chairman, Conservation Trust for St Laurence

September ‘Talk & Tea’ - Thomas Gainsborough

Thomas Gainsborough worked at a time when the British art world was in flux and his 
strong opinions made him question the approach of his contemporaries. This lecture 
will examine some of the artist’s most famous works and 
compare them with the work of his contemporaries. It will 
be a talk that will appraise some of the best paintings of 
18th century England.

Hugh Belsey MBE is one of the foremost authorities on 
British eighteenth-century art. He is presently a Senior 
Research Fellow at the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in 
British Art with the task of writing the definitive catalogue 
of portraits by Thomas Gainsborough.

Thomas Gainsborough: His Life and Works, 15th September 
2016, 2:30pm to 4:30pm in Ludlow Methodist Church, 
Broad Street. Hugh Belsey



The Conservation Trust for St Laurence

CONSERVATION NEWS
Helping to conserve the fabric and treasures of St Laurence’s

The Ludlow
Palmers

The Conservation Trust for St Laurence

Join the Ludlow Palmers

Page 3

St Laurence’s church is a gem of 
a building – a bequest to us from 
those who in the 1400s elevated 
it to rank among the greatest 
churches in England, a position 
that it still holds today. They 
were called ‘palmers’, members 
of the Ludlow Palmers’ Guild 
who, by gifts in their lifetime 
and in their wills, created much 
of what we see around us today 
– the towering columns and 
arches, the rare stained glass, 
the carvings in stone and wood 
and the treasures of art.

Now it is our turn to protect for 
future generations the gift that 
we have received.

We have re-launched the Ludlow 
Palmers and ask everyone who 
cares about the future of this 
wonderful church to join us. You 
can become a Ludlow Palmer by setting up a standing order, by making a one-off 
donation, or by agreeing to leave a legacy.

Will you join us?  Will you become a Ludlow Palmer?

We have one advantage over our predecessors six centuries ago. For every charitable 
gift made by a Ludlow Palmer who pays tax in the UK, the government adds 25% 
through Gift Aid at no extra cost to the donor. Legacies made in wills are exempt from 
taxation and can reduce inheritance tax.

To become a Ludlow Palmer now, see page 7 of this newsletter

A 15th century misericord in St Laurence’s chancel. 
Women wearing a horned hennin, fashionable in the 
1430s, were criticised by the clergy who thought it the 
Devil’s work – this misericord is perhaps a medieval 
representation of vanity.
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Successful Conference on the Stained Glass of St Laurence’s

On 25th June, over 100 people attended this prestigious event in St Laurence’s. As 
well as a good proportion of Ludlow residents, enthusiasts came from across the 
country to hear lectures from some of the top experts in the country about the church’s 
outstanding glass. The day was planned with help from Sarah Brown, the Director of 
York Glaziers Trust, and it included fascinating talks on the medieval Tree of Jesse, 
Palmers, Apostles and Commandments windows. In the afternoon, Dr Jasmine Allen 
of the Ely Stained Glass Museum spoke about the 19th & 20th century glass, and 
Sarah Brown rounded off the day by discussing conservation issues.

After serving lunch to over 100 people, Palmer volunteers take a well-deserved break.

In the extended lunch break there was time for a leisurely meal in the church and 
also a good look around, with church guides in attendance.  The day proved very 
successful, with many conference members already looking forward to next year’s 
conference on St Laurence’s monuments. 

Over £2,300 was raised from this event for continuing conservation of the church’s 
fabric and priceless treasures. Thanks are due to the small army of supporters who 
made it happen. A DVD of the conference, including all presentations, is in course of 
preparation and will be available in September.
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Conservation Trust Christmas Cards
Order now and save money!

The Conservation Trust has produced a 
Christmas greetings card for 2016 from a 
photograph taken by Gareth Thomas. The card 
is entitled ‘St. Laurence’s Church, Ludlow, 
from Whitcliffe Common’ and measures 7” 
x 5”. Inside are the words ‘Best wishes for 
Christmas and the New Year’. The cards will 
be sold in packs of 5 at a cost of £3.50 per 
pack.

However, you can place an order now at a 
special discounted price of £3.00 per pack, 
maximum 5 packs per household. But you 
must send us your order and cheque/cash by 
the 1st October 2016. We will contact you 
in mid-October and ask you to collect your 
cards from the St Laurence church shop. The 
number of special order cards is limited: they 
will be sold on a ‘first-come, first-served’ basis. 
Please complete the form below, and return it 
as soon as possible with your cheque/cash.

St. Laurence’s Church, Ludlow,
 from Whitcliffe Common.

2016 Conservation Trust Christmas Cards
ADVANCE ORDER FORM AT THE SPECIAL RATE OF £3.00 PER PACK 

Please reserve     packs (5 cards in a pack) of 2016 Conservation Trust Christmas Cards      

at a cost of £3.00 per pack. I enclose a cheque made payable to CTSLL for £

for the cards. If you would like the cards posted to you, please add £2.00 per order for p&p.

Please return to: CT Xmas Card, The Old Bell House, Ludford, Ludlow SY8 1PR.

Name: 

Address: 

          Telephone:

Email:
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Follow Ludlow Palmers’ Activities through Social Media

The Ludlow Palmers have their own website, and Facebook and Twitter pages:

Website: http://www.ludlowpalmers.uk
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ludlowpalmers

Twitter: https://twitter.com/ludlowpalmers

The website contains the latest news, calendar of events, newsletter and online 
donation facility. Become a follower of the Ludlow Palmers and keep up-to-date! You 
also can contribute your own posts and tweets to the Ludlow Palmers’ Facebook and 
Twitter pages.

Conservation Trust Events
15th September 2016
Thomas Gainsborough: His Life and Works
2:30pm to 4:30pm in Ludlow Methodist Church, Broad Street
Hugh Belsey MBE, one of the foremost authorities on British 18th-century art, examines 
some of the artist’s most famous works and compares them with the work of his 
contemporaries. Part of the Palmers’ Talk and Tea series. Tickets (limited seating): £5 on 
door (tea and cake included).

20th October 2016
The Future of Churches (in Rural Areas)
2:30pm to 4:30pm in Ludlow Methodist Church, Broad Street
Sir Tony Baldry, Chair of the Church Buildings Council and former Second Church Estates 
Commissioner of the Church of England, will discuss the current and future options for 
churches, especially those in rural areas. Part of the Palmers’ Talk and Tea series. Tickets 
(limited seating): £5 on door (tea and cake included).

17th November 2016
The Art of Writing Historical Crime Fiction 
2:30pm to 4:30pm in Ludlow Methodist Church, Broad Street
Andrew Taylor, winner of numerous awards including Britain’s top crime-writing award, 
the Diamond Dagger, is best known for his crime novels, which include the Lydmouth 
series, the Roth Trilogy and historical novels such as the best-selling The Ashes of London, 
Bleeding Heart Square, The American Boy and The Anatomy of Ghosts. Tickets (limited 
seating): £5 on door (tea and cake included).

More 2016 and 2017 events are found at the Palmers’ website:
http://www.ludlowpalmers.uk/calendar.html
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Become a Ludlow Palmer
Please use this form to make a donation, learn 
more about providing a legacy, help to promote 
Trust activities, or join the mailing list. Please tick 
all that apply:

Name:

Address: 

Telephone: 

Email:

Please return to the Ludlow Palmers,
2 College Street
Ludlow SY8 1ET, UK

THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW
Gift Aid declaration - for this & future donations

Title:  First names or initials: 

Surname:

Full home address:

       Post Code:

Tel:     Email:

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made tick box(es) which apply
     
Now                In the future 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 
April to 5 April) that is at leasxt equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur 
Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes 
such as VAT and Council Tax do not quality. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 
that I give.

Date:   Signature:

Please notify the Trust if you want to cancel your declaration, change your name or home address, or no 
longer pay sufficient tax on your income and / or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or 
additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid 
donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Please return your completed form to:
The Hon Treasurer, THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW 
(Charity No. 1114678)  •  2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1ET, United Kingdom

Standing order - complete the standing 
order form reverse side and gift aid form if 
applicable.

Single donation - complete gift aid form and 
make your cheque to CTSLL.

Request information about legacies.

Offer to help with the Ludlow Palmers.

Add to the mailing list.
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THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW

STANDING ORDER INSTRUCTION

To: The Manager of Bank plc

Address:

      Post Code:

Sort Code: 

Account No: 

Account Name:

Please pay: National Westminster Bank plc, Ludlow Branch

Sort Code: 53-81-18

Account No: 82517193

Account Name: The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow

The sum of £

Weekly / monthly / quarterly / annually (in advance) – (Please delete as appropriate)

starting on (date of first payment)

Signed:       Date:

Please return the completed form to:

The Hon Treasurer, The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow
2 College Street
Ludlow SY8 1AN
United Kingdom


