
Day Conference on the Monuments

In June 2016, the Ludlow Palmers held a most successful conference on St Laurence’s 
stained glass. Planned jointly with the York Glaziers Trust, it attracted 100 participants 
who thoroughly appreciated the range of subjects covered and the quality of the 
speakers. This year it is the turn to focus on the monuments in the church. Called 
“Memorials in the Marches”, the day will be presented jointly with the Church 
Monuments Society. Again, the speakers are leaders in their field.

St Laurence’s most impressive monuments relate to members of the Council of the 
Marches and there are 3 lectures focusing on these monuments. As background to 
these talks, Nia Powell of Bangor University will provide an overview of the Council 
of the Marches and comment on its significance to the Welsh people. Sally Badham 

MBE will speak on 
the incised slabs in 
the south transept 
and parvise room. 
Finally, Dr Holly 
Trusted of the V 
& A will focus 
on the Salwey 
monument, setting 
it in the context of 
other 18th century 
sculpture.

“Memorials in the 
Marches”, 24th 
June 2017. The 

standard fee for the day is £45, but Ludlow Palmers pay just £35 and local residents 
£40. Full details are available at: http://www.ludlowpalmers.uk/Ludlow_Monuments.
pdf. Book online or by writing to Ludlow Palmers Conference, 2 College Street, 
Ludlow SY8 1AN.
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The Conservation Trust for St Laurence (Charity No. 1114678)

Monument tomb of Sir Edmund Walter (1531-1592) and his wife 
Mary (1565-1633). He was Chief Justice of South Wales and one of 
Her Majesty’s Council of the Marches.
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Letter from the Chair

The Ludlow Palmers are the modern-day successors to the medieval Palmers Guild. For 
over 350 years – until 1551 – the medieval Palmers supported St Laurence’s through 
gifts and legacies, as well as providing teachers for the town’s grammar school. 
Following in their footsteps, the modern-day Ludlow Palmers continue to provide 
support and grants to maintain the fabric and treasures of this historic building.

After nearly 150 years of neglect, today St Laurence’s faces a significant backlog of 
fabric repairs and urgent conservation of its medieval stained glass and woodwork. 
The Ludlow Palmers are currently in the midst of raising £12,000 to fund much-needed 
restoration of Tudor woodwork in St John’s chapel – the Palmers’ chapel. We would 
like to commission work to begin as soon as possible, but still need to raise £1,500 
towards the cost of this project. We need your help. Please make a donation (see form 
on page 7).

The Ludlow Palmers are planning a number of social, educational and fund-raising 
events over the next few months, including a conference on St Laurence’s monuments, 
the Palmers’ Talk & Tea series, a quiz night, and gala fund-raiser at Broadward Hall 
featuring Professor Diarmaid MacCulloch Kt. More information on these and other 
events is found in this issue.

Rory Chase, Chair, Conservation Trust for St Laurence

Follow Ludlow Palmers’ Activities through Social Media

The Ludlow Palmers have their own website, and Facebook and Twitter pages:

Website: http://www.ludlowpalmers.uk
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ludlowpalmers
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ludlowpalmers

The website contains the latest news, calendar of events, newsletter and an online 
donation facility. Become a follower of the Ludlow Palmers and keep up-to-date! You 
also can contribute your own posts and tweets to the Ludlow Palmers’ Facebook and 
Twitter pages.
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Help Us to Reach Our Goal – Join the Ludlow Palmers

We are still £1,500 short of our goal of raising £12,000 to save fragile Tudor and 
Georgian woodwork in St John’s Chapel – the Palmers’ Chapel. Can you help? A £20 
donation becomes £45 through a matching grant and Gift Aid.

St John’s Chapel –Tudor (c.1500) linenfold panelling.

St Laurence’s church is a gem of a building – a bequest to us from those who in the 
1400s elevated it to rank among the greatest churches in England, a position that it 
still holds today. They were called ‘Palmers’, members of the Ludlow Palmers’ Guild 
who, by gifts in their lifetime and in their wills, created much of what we see around 
us today – the towering columns and arches, the rare stained glass, the carvings in 
stone and wood and the treasures of art.

Will you join us?  Will you become a Ludlow Palmer?

We have one advantage over our predecessors six centuries ago. For every charitable 
gift made by a Ludlow Palmer who pays tax in the UK, the government adds 25% 
through Gift Aid at no extra cost to the donor. Legacies made in wills are exempt from 
taxation and can reduce inheritance tax.

To become a Ludlow Palmer now, see page 7 of this newsletter.
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Gala Ludlow Palmers’ Fund-raiser

Put Friday 19th May 2017, in your diary for a Ludlow Palmers’ gala fund-raiser. By kind 
permission of Mr and Mrs Anthony Lyle Skyrme, it will be held at Broadward Hall, 
Clungunford. After a glass of 
champagne and nibbles and 
music, Professor Diarmaid 
MacCulloch Kt, will provide 
amusing insights into the ups 
and downs whilst filming TV 
documentaries around the 
world.

Although perhaps best known 
for his TV documentaries, A 
History of Christianity; Henry 
VIII’s Enforcer: The Rise and 
Fall of Thomas Cromwell; and Sex and the Church, Diarmaid MacCulloch, Professor 
of the History of the Church, University of Oxford, is a noted academic author on 
church history and the Tudor Reformation, including Thomas Cranmer: A Life and his 
most recent book All Things Made New: The Reformation and its Legacy.

In Front of the Camera (or Behind the Scenes While Making TV Documentaries) 
is from 5:00pm to 7:30pm at Broadward Hall, Clungunford, Shropshire SY7 0QA. 
Tickets (limited to 70 people) in advance only: £35.00 Palmers; £40.00 non-Palmers. 
Send your request for ticket(s) and cheques (made payable to CTSLL) to CTSLL, No. 2 
College Street, Ludlow SY8 1AN. 

The First Ten Years and Importance of Legacies

It is now 10 years since the Conservation Trust was established by the amalgamation 
of the Fabric Trust and the Friends of St Laurence. Over this period, the Conservation 
Trust has had an income of slightly more than £500,000, the bulk of which has been 
spent on roof and pinnacle repairs and other important fabric conservation projects. 
Income has come from three sources: £200,000 in direct donations; £140,000 from 
fund-raising events, sales, interest and gift aid; and £168,000 from just six legacies.

Professor MacCulloch filming A History of Christianity.
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Insert: St Laurence’s roof before restoration.  Main Picture: St Laurence’s roof after restoration.

Ludlow Palmers have already demonstrated their love of this church and desire to 
ensure that it is cared for. But conserving a building like this presents a huge ongoing 
challenge. Imagine the difference a gift in your will could make. It is a simple step 
that you can accomplish now. And it could be deeply satisfying to know that you 
will be helping to safeguard the future of this precious part of our heritage. As the 
Conservation Trust is a charity run by committed local people, you can be certain that 
your gift to the Trust will be used effectively. Over the past 10 years, nearly 90% of the 
Trust’s income has been spent directly on conservation projects. If you would like to 
discuss a legacy with the Trust, please tick the box on page 7 and return the slip.
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Conservation Trust Events

Thursday 16th February 2017
Rebuilding History: Flying Grandad’s Aircraft
2:30pm to 4:30pm in Ludlow Methodist Church, Broad Street
David Bremner tells how he and his brother reconstructed the Bristol Scout their Grandad flew in 1916. It 
has been flown from the identical spot their grandfather flew from on the Greek island of Thassos – and on 
many other adventures. Part of the Palmers’ Talk and Tea series. Tickets (limited seating): £5 on door (tea 
and cake included).

Thursday 16th March 2017
Shakespeare in Ludlow, Shakespeare in Trouble, and Richard Palmer
2:30pm to 4:30pm in St Laurence’s, Ludlow
Ludlow-based author Chris Crowcroft talks about his new book, Shakespeare in Trouble, and his 1600s 
investigator (or is he an informer) Richard Palmer (named after the Ludlow Palmers’ Guild), who is employed 
whenever playhouses and politics collide. Chris also examines the possibility that the Bard visited Ludlow. 
Part of the Palmers’ Talk and Tea series. Tickets (limited seating): £5 on door (tea and cake included).

Thursday 20th April 2017
I Love All Beauteous Things - The Music of Herbert Howells
2:30pm to 4:30pm in Ludlow Methodist Church, Broad Street
The music of the English composer Herbert Howells (1892-1983) was steeped in the landscape of his native 
Gloucestershire. The Reverend Canon Dr Paul Andrews introduces the composer’s life and music. Part of 
the Palmers’ Talk and Tea series. Tickets (limited seating): £5 on door (tea and cake included).

Friday 28th April 2017
Street Collection
10:00am to 2:00pm in Ludlow
All income goes to the work of the Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow.

Wednesday 17th May 2017
Quiz Night
7:30pm to 10:30pm in Ludlow Brewery, Station Drive SY8 2PQ
Come and test your knowledge against Ludlow’s best. Bring your team of 4 and have fun. Quizmaster: 
Jonathan Ormond. All income goes to the work of the Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow. Entry fee 
at the door: £3 (£12 a table of 4). Supper optional (extra charge).

Friday 19th May 2017
In Front of the Camera (or Behind the Scenes While Making TV Documentaries)
5:00pm to 7:30pm at Broadward Hall, Clungunford, Shropshire SY7 0QA
Professor Diarmaid MacCulloch Kt, Professor of the History of the Church, University of Oxford, provides 
amusing insights into the ups and downs whilst filming TV documentaries around the world. Entry to this 
gala fundraiser includes a glass of champagne, nibbles and music. Tickets (limited to 70 people) in advance 
only: £35.00 Palmers; £40.00 non-Palmers. Send your request for ticket(s) and cheques (made payable to 
CTSLL) to CTSLL, 2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1AN. 

More 2017 events are found at the Palmers’ website: http://www.ludlowpalmers.uk/calendar.html
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Become a Ludlow Palmer
Please tick all that apply: Name:

Address: 

Telephone: 

Email:

Please return to
the Ludlow Palmers,
Membership Secretary
2 College Street
Ludlow SY8 1ET, UK

THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW 
Gift Aid declaration - for this & future donations

Title:  First names or initials: 

Surname:

Full home address:

       Post Code:

Tel:     Email:

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made tick box(es) which apply
     
Now                In the future 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 
April) that is at leasxt equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) 
that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax 
do not quality. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give.

Date:   Signature:

Please notify the Trust if you want to cancel your declaration, change your name or home address, or no longer pay 
sufficient tax on your income and / or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want 
to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment 
tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Please return your completed form to:
The Hon Treasurer, THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW 
(Charity No. 1114678)  •  2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1ET, United Kingdom

Standing order (complete the standing 
order form reverse side and gift aid form if 
applicable)

Single donation (complete gift aid form and 
make your cheque to CTSLL)

St John’s Chapel Appeal (follow instructions 
above)

Request information about legacies

Offer to help with the Ludlow Palmers

Add my name to the mailing list (I/we agree 
to receive information on Ludlow Palmer 
activities, events, etc, in print/electronic 
formats)

I/we agree to allow our name(s) to be displayed 
with donation amount in Palmers’ literature 
and on website
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THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW

STANDING ORDER INSTRUCTION

To: The Manager of Bank plc

Address:

      Post Code:

Sort Code: 

Account No: 

Account Name:

Please pay: National Westminster Bank plc, Ludlow Branch

Sort Code: 53-81-18

Account No: 82517193

Account Name: The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow

The sum of £

Weekly / monthly / quarterly / annually (in advance) – (Please delete as appropriate)

starting on (date of first payment)

Signed:       Date:

Please return the completed form to:

The Hon Treasurer, The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow
2 College Street
Ludlow SY8 1AN
United Kingdom


