
Palmers Trip to Birmingham
At the moment St Laurence is fully involved in developing the inside of the church to 
make it fit for purpose in the twenty-first century, so there is no major building work 
going on. However, we know that ere long we will have to do work on the mediaeval 
glass in our church. So, on 1st November a group of Palmers set off to discover how 

Birmingham Cathedral 
is tackling a similar 
challenge. John Cherry, 
one of our Trustees, reports 
on what we found.

John Cherry writes……

We are very grateful 
to Roy Thwaites for 
organising a splendid visit 
to Birmingham Cathedral 
and Wightwick Manor. 
At the Cathedral, Sandra 
Bailey (church warden) 
welcomed us and showed 
us the eighteenth-century 
church – open, light 
and airy – with chairs 
not pews.  From 1885 
onwards, it was adorned 
with four very large and 
colourful stained-glass 
windows of the Ascension, 
Crucifixion, the Nativity 
and the Second Coming,
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Places of Pilgrimage: The Marches

A specially-commissioned art exhibition – Places of Pilgrimage: The Marches – by 
the artist Ian Scott Massie will be on view in St Laurence’s during the month of May 
2018. This well-known artist has created a new exhibition of 40 paintings of evocative 
places in the Marches area, including Shropshire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire.

All art – original paintings, limited edition prints and cards – is available for sale, and 
proceeds go to the work of The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow. Admission 
to this art exhibition in St Laurence’s is free.

Ludlow by Ian Scott Massie.
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Sir Edward Burne-Jones’s Last Judgment stained glass
 west window, St. Philip’s Cathedral, Birmingham.



mostly the gift of Miss Emma Chadwick Villiers-White. We marvelled at the stunning 
colour, the skilful composition, and craftsmanship by Sir Edward Burne-Jones and the 
Morris firm. They were so highly valued that the Cathedral removed them in 1940 and 
then re-instated them after the war in 1945. Now they need repair, owing to the effects 
of air pollution, grime and the failure of metal guards. This will be done in situ when 
the Pride of Place project has raised £750,000 from local businesses and donors.

We then went on to Wightwick Manor, the house of the Mander family, which was 
decorated by Morris & Co. and now is owned by the National Trust. After lunch and 
a talk on the family, we browsed the house, where so much more (kitchens, nurseries 
and gallery) is on display, and admired remarkable paintings by Burne-Jones and other 
Pre-Raphaelite artists. A most enjoyable and inspiring day.
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Letter from the Chair
The Ludlow Palmers met on 26th November. Last time we met we had an open 
discussion about our priorities, our ideas for the future and the roles, skills 
and interests that members might like to use for the benefit of the group.

What emerged? Suggestions about the type of Events, ranging from Star 
speakers and nights dancing reels to talks about historic church music. Also 
discussed were issues around the Membership of the Palmers – how to recruit 
and retain new members, how to encourage increased donations. A need 
was expressed for Fundraising that is more “focussed” and “targeted” – not 
just “for Palmers’ funds”; and the issue of Communication – how do we 
enthuse and engage with both Palmers and the people of the town. These 
things are not for filing. So, hopefully we will soon have four groups at work. 
The Events group has already met and there have been initial discussions 
about membership.

Our Birmingham trip was very heartening and we look forward to a trip to 
Fairford in the spring. Meanwhile, our “Talk and Teas” will introduce us to 
personalities of the town and skilled craftspeople who enhance the beauty 
of our churches.

Sylvia Turner, Chair, Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow



Ludlow’s Treasures Found in St Laurence
For nearly 300 years, until the Guild’s suppression by Edward VI, the Ludlow Palmers 
provided St Laurence with financial resources to maintain and enhance the building, 
as well as enrich Ludlow town life through music and education. The magnificent 
building, beautiful ceilings, rare medieval stained-glass windows, and historic 
misericords are a few of the Ludlow Palmers Guild’s legacies to Ludlow and the 
nation.

Effigies of important people often have animals by their feet and there are examples 
on two of the monuments in St Laurence’s. The lovely sculptures below are on the 
Bridgeman tomb in St John’s chapel. Sir John Bridgeman was Chief Justice of Chester 
and a member of the Council of Wales and the Marches. He seems to have been a 
harsh and unpopular judge. He died in 1638 and, appropriately, his effigy has a lion 
at his feet. By contrast, Lady Bridgeman’s feet rest on this likeness of the family dog.
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Founded in 2006, today’s Ludlow Palmers support the repair and conservation of St 
Laurence’s fabric and historical treasures. Membership in the modern Ludlow Palmers 
is based on positions assigned to medieval Guild members: Palmers, Stewards and 
Wardens. In addition, modern Ludlow Palmers may join the Guild Circle.

We have one advantage over our predecessors six centuries ago. For every charitable 
gift made by a Ludlow Palmer who pays tax in the UK, the government adds 25% 
through Gift Aid at no extra cost to the donor. Legacies made in wills are exempt from 
taxation and can reduce inheritance tax.
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Michael Brown will talk about what the Tudor’s ate for Christmas as illustrated here. 
At the Palmers’ Christmas party some bite-size ‘medieval’ refreshments will be served.

A Happy Medieval Christmas
On Friday, 14th December, 7:30pm, we will have a Happy Medieval Christmas for 
Palmers held in The Sitting Room at The Blue Boar, Mill Street. Michael Brown, who 
has given talks for Palmers before, will entertain us with words and music. And, there 
will be ‘medieval’ refreshments.

Only a few places are left – the last date for booking is 7th December (a reserve list will 
be established if the event is over-subscribed). The cost for the evening is £15.00.

Please send your cheque, payable to CTSLL, with your name, telephone number, or 
email to: Ludlow Palmers Xmas Party, CTSLL, 2, College Street, Ludlow, Shropshire 
SY8 1AN.
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Time for a change - from 
Royal Butcher to Broad 
Bean

The next “Talk and Tea” will be held on 
Thursday, 17th January 2019, 2:30pm to 
4:30pm, at the Ludlow Methodist Church 
on Broad Street. Ian and Alice Evans 
have very much become a part of the 
Ludlow foodie scene from their award-
winning deli in Broad Street – but they 
had a life before Ludlow. Ian was for 
seven years butcher to the Sandringham 
estate, including preparing the Royal 
Christmas dinner. And, Alice taught 
special needs children. So, what then 
happened? Tickets: £5 on door (tea and 
cake included).Broad Bean, Ludlow.

Andy Pearson’s misericord to commemorate Queen 
Elizabeth II’s diamond jubilee. It is St Laurence’s 

first new misericord in over 500 years.

Misericords - A Woodworker’s Perspective

The February “Talk and Tea” 
will be held on Thursday, 
21st February 2019, 2:30pm 
to 4:30pm, at the Ludlow 
Methodist Church on Broad 
Street. This month’s talk 
will be by Andy Pearson, 
a wood carver who has 
made misericords for St 
Laurence church and for 
Mary Magdalene church 
in Leintwardine, featuring 
local worthies. He is also a 
painter and now teaches at 
Moor Park School.
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Conservation Trust Events
Friday, December 14th, 2018
A Happy Medieval Christmas
7:30pm in The Sitting Room at The Blue Boar, Mill Street, Ludlow. Michael 
Brown, who has given talks for Palmers before, will entertain us with words and 
music. And, there will be ‘medieval’ refreshments. Only a few places are left 
– the last date for booking is 7th December (a reserve list will be established if 
the event is over-subscribed). Tickets: £15. Please send your cheque, payable to 
CTSLL, with your name, telephone number, or email to: Ludlow Palmers Xmas 
Party, CTSLL, 2, College Street, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1AN.

Thursday, January 17th, 2019
Time for a Change –from Royal Butcher to Broad Bean
2:30pm to 4:30pm in Ludlow Methodist Church, Broad Street. Ian was for 
seven years butcher to the Sandringham estate, including preparing the Royal 
Christmas dinner. He and his wife Alice now run their award-winning deli in 
Broad Street. Part of the Palmers’ Talk and Tea series. Tickets (limited seating): 
£5 on door (tea and cake included).

Thursday, February 21st, 2019
Misericords – A Woodworker’s Perspective
2:30pm to 4:30pm in Ludlow Methodist Church, Broad Street. This month’s 
talk will be by Andy Pearson, a wood carver who has made misericords for St 
Laurence church and for Mary Magdalene church in Leintwardine, featuring 
local worthies. He is also a painter and now teaches at Moor Park School. Part 
of the Palmers’ Talk and Tea series. Tickets (limited seating): £5 on door (tea and 
cake included).

June 2019, Date and Time TBC
Wildflowers, Music and Cream Teas
At Broadward Hall, Clungunford. A Ludlow Palmers’ afternoon with a talk 
on wildflowers by Dr Anne Robinson and music by Igor Kennaway and Jane 
Wynne Owen.  Cream teas will be served. Details TBC.

More information on 2019 events is found at the Ludlow Palmers’ website: 
http://www.ludlowpalmers.uk/calendar.html
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Please tick all that apply:

Name:

Address: 

Telephone: 

Email:

Please return to the Ludlow Palmers,
Membership Secretary 2 College Street
Ludlow SY8 1AN, UK

THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW 
Gift Aid declaration - for this & future donations

Title:  First names or initials: 

Surname:

Full home address:

       Post Code:

Tel:     Email:

Please Treat As Gift Aid Donations All Qualifying Gifts Of Money Made Tick Box(es) Which Apply
     
Now                In The Future 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 
April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) 
that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax 
do not quality. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give.

Date:   Signature:

Please notify the Conservation Trust if you want to cancel your declaration, change your name or home address, or 
no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and / or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional 
rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your 
Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Please return your completed form to:
The Hon Treasurer, THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW 
(Charity No. 1114678)  •  2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1AN, United Kingdom

Standing order (complete the standing 
order form reverse side and gift aid form if 
applicable)

Single donation (if applicable complete Gift 
Aid form and make your cheque to CTSLL)

Request information about legacies

Offer to help with the Ludlow Palmers

I/we agree to allow our name(s) to be entered 
into Palmers’ literature and on website at the 
appropriate Palmers’ membership level (see 
page 8).

Add my name to the mailing list (I/we agree 
to receive information on Ludlow Palmers 
activities, events, etc, in print/electronic 
formats)

Become a Ludlow Palmer - Live History
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THE CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST LAURENCE, LUDLOW
STANDING ORDER INSTRUCTION

To: The Manager of Bank plc

Address:

      Post Code:

Sort Code:            Account No: 

Account Name:

Please pay: National Westminster Bank plc, Ludlow Branch
Sort Code: 53-81-18
Account No: 82517193
Account Name: The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow

The sum of £   starting on (date of first payment)

and thereafter on (date and frequency of payments)

Signed:       Date:

Please return the completed form to:   The Hon Treasurer, The Conservation Trust 
for St Laurence, Ludlow 2 College Street, Ludlow SY8 1AN  United Kingdom
printed by: st leonards press  ludlow  01584 878283

LUDLOW PALMERS MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Ludlow Palmers falls into four categories and is based on positions 
held by the medieval Ludlow Palmers Guild:

Ludlow Palmers: Annual donation up to £249 entitles members to receive public 
acknowledgement, invitation to annual meeting, quarterly newsletter, advanced notice of 
social, informational, musical and fund-raising events, as well as discounted tickets for some 
events.

Stewards: Annual donation between £250-£499 entitles members to all Ludlow Palmers’ 
membership benefits plus free tickets for some events.

Wardens: Annual standing order donation between £500-£999 entitles members to all Stewards’ 
membership benefits plus free tickets for certain additional events.

Guild Circle: Annual standing order donation of at least £1000 entitles members to all Wardens’ 
membership benefits plus invitation to special events and privileged access to event speakers.


