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Letter from the Chairman s

Dear Supporters

A belated Happy New Year to everybody. We hope to have another successful fund-raising year
ahead. Raising funds is our big aim - to keep this wonderful church in order. We have had a busy
year in 2025 and we have exciting ventures planned ahead.

We had some excellent lectures in 2025, including a wonderful lecture on the stained glass windows
of St Laurence’s. In September we learnt about Venetian multi-occupancy housing from Professor
Georgio Gianighian, a world renowned architect, and in November we heard about fan-vaulting
from our own trustee Peter Salter. We are thankful to Ludlow College for the use of the Palmer’s
Hall for these events.

At the end of the year our Christmas party held jointly with the Civic Trust was much enjoyed and
raised £450 for the Trust. Music from Steve Dunachie at the piano was very much appreciated.

This year in May a ‘cathedral crawl” will follow up the lecture on fan vaults with a visit to Gloucester
Cathedral with its marvellous examples of fan vaulting, Hartpury Church which is devoted to bees
and beekeeping, and Tewkesbury Abbey, another fine medieval building.

We are delighted to note that Merlin and Karen Unwin have once again offered their Corve Street
garden for a summer party. This will be on Friday July 10t from 6pm to 8pm. Last year’s party was a
huge success. Please put it in your diaries now.

Other events will include lectures in April and June on Medieval Fraternity and Elgar. At our AGM
on Thursday June 4th, 2pm at St Laurence’s, we hope to have an interesting speaker on the stone
work conservation being carried out at St Laurence’s with funding from the Trust. Later in the year
we plan to have another series of Autumn lectures.

Coming up very soon is our annual Quiz Night on March 4t at the Brewery. For tickets see the ad on
Page 3.

Wishing you all a happy Spring and Summer. We have lots of entertainment to look forward to -
please support us. And if you have time and expertise please consider joining us as a Trustee.

With very best wishes

Sebastian Bowen
Chairman

Look us up on the CTSLL Website : www.ludlowpalmers.uk
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Chips off the Old Blocks

Most of our 90,000 annual visitors are rightly impressed by the interior
of St Laurence’s Church and yet, few give attention to its exterior
where some of its most antiquarian elements are to be found,
performing their structural ‘duty” in all that the seasons can throw at
them.

The shallow, stepped Norman buttresses, still doing their part to hold
the building upright after some 800 years; the extensive “string’ course

running around the building to help move water away from the walls
and windows, some adorned with ball-flowers, a decorative style

Ongoing work to replace a string
course on the north side

dating from the 14th century; and not least, the 13th century ‘low-side’
window moved from its unknown, original location, to sit (unusually) at the east end of the building
- this window, with its metal grill, is one of the oldest parts of this church.

All of these wonderful features suffer from the effects of the elements and, from time to time, need to
be conserved. Old and deteriorated blocks are chipped out by expert masons, who then cut new
stone to replace and perfectly replicate what went before.

Rac]

Here, photographs demonstrate
how the dilapidated side-window
has recently been restored. The
new stone will gradually weather
and blend in with the
surroundings.

Over recent months, the vestry
stone window sills have been
replaced and work is ongoing to

restore parts of a string course on
the north side of the building.

Low side-window August 2025 Low side-window January 2026

All of these works have been achieved through the support
of the Conservation Trust, which has covered the entire
costs to the value of £52,000. A further grant to continue
around the north and west end of the church in 2026 has
also just been approved.

Of course, this is the purpose of the Trust, to conserve the
fabric of St Laurence’s Church but such significant costs
have to be met through fund raising and public
contribution.

New window sills to the vestry

The people of Ludlow and elsewhere love the heritage of the
town and St Laurence’s Church is very much part of that heritage. If you are not already a Supporter
(a ‘Palmer’) we hope you may feel able to help us in funding this ongoing work. To do so please see
the invitation to supporters at the end of this newsletter.

Eric Griffiths, Trustee
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Dates for your diary

Having enjoyed 2025 we hope you will join us for the events planned for 2026. See below for some of
the spring/summer events.

Ludlow Palmers

Night™®

At Ludlow Brewery

Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm start

AND -to order on the night
Fish & Chips, etc, (from Ludlow Fish Bar)
New Quizmaster for 2026

RAFFLE

Tickets available online from:
Eventbrite (Ludlow Palmers Quiz Night),
use the QR code here

or email: info@ludlowpalmers.uk

Quiz @ ﬂ"‘

Wednesday 4" March

Teams of 4 @ £6pp - or join up on the night
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Ludlow Palmers Spring Lectures
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LUDLOW PALMERS 2026 SPRING SERIES

CATHEDRAL, ABBEY &
CHURCH CRAWI.

WEDNESDAY 27th MAY 2026

Departing Ludlow Assembly Rooms
(Mill Street) at 8.45am

Private Guided Tours of
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL, HARTPURY
CHURCH & TEWKESBURY ABBEY
Tickets £55/person

To book please contact info@ludlowpalmers.uk

or call/text 07887 710140
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Gloucester Cathedral has been a pilgrim destination for over 1300
years; from its origins in 679, its stories are intertwined with Britain’s
history. Our private tour commences at 11am and includes the
exquisite 14th century fan vaulting. We hear about the fascinating
world of the monks who lived here following the Rule of St Benedict.
Coffee will be served on arrival in the historic Parliament Room,
where Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn stayed in 1535 (not usually open
to the public). Lunch will also be available here at an extra cost of
£10.75 (paid on booking - a café is also available). Ater lunch a 15
minute ride takes us to St. Mary the Virgin Hartpury, a contrasting
simple 11th century Grade I Listed building, with a surprise in the
churchyard. Our private guide will enlighten us with the history of
this sacred place where ‘butterfly” tracery in the east window links to
one we have just visited.

At 14:30 we set off on our return via Tewkesbury Abbey. Built to
house Benedictine monks, the Norman Abbey was consecrated in
1121. It quietly dominates the land and skyline with its long nave
and “probably the largest and finest Romanesque tower in England”
(Pevsner) and the largest exterior arch in Britain. Our private tour at
14:50 takes us around the breathtaking interior, famous for 14th
century medieval glass, a fine collection of Victorian stained glass and
elaborate fan vaulting amongst other treasures. With time for a
cloakroom/bookshop visit, home-made brownies welcome us back
on board, returning to Ludlow by 17:45 approximately.

A free ticket for the trip is on offer to the first person submitting the
correct answer to this question. WHICH FAMOUS SCHOOL WAS
FILMED IN GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL?

Please email your response to info@ludlowpalmers.uk with the
subject line Gloucester. Tickets can be booked at the same address or
by calling/texting 07887 710140
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CTSLL Annual General Meeting Thursday 4t June 2026, 2 pm in St John’s Chapel in St Laurence’s
Church - with a talk on the current stonework renovations being carried out around the church

Hopefully you will have some stamina left to join us on June 24t for an Elgar
event. Our speaker will be Richard Westwood-Brookes, author of three books
about the life and works of one of our best loved English composers. Richard is
an entertaining and accomplished speaker who gives regulars talks at the Firs,
Elgar’s birthplace and a National Trust property. He will be illustrating his talk
+ with recorded excerpts from Elgar’s works. This is not a formal lecture but an
"€, opportunity to enjoy glorious music in a relaxed café style atmosphere in St
Laurence’s.

Further details will be provided nearer the time but please put the date in your
diary and tell your friends.

Summer Garden Paty at 8 Corve Street on Friday July 10t from 6 to 8pm.

Do you support us? If not but would like to full details are on our webpage:
www.ludlowpalmers.uk, or you can email our Treasurer at treasurer@ludlowpalmers.uk or
write to CTSLL, 2 College St, Ludlow, SY8 1AN.

Other ways to support the Trust.

Did you know that you can raise money for your chosen charity when you shop online? You can
help the Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow by signing up to support us for FREE on
easyfundraising. You will raise donations whenever you shop online with over 7,500 brands
including John Lewis, eBay, Argos, M&S, Sainsburys, Screwfix and many more.

To sign up just go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ct4sl/ and follow the instructions to
Sign Up. Once you're signed up you can activate a simple flag which will pop up every time you
go to a retailer site that supports the Trust. You just click on the “Click to get a donation” button
and the retailer will give a small percentage of what you spend to the cause of your choice. It
won't cost you any extra.

We are also ever grateful for generous bequests to the Trust. A leaflet explaining how to leave a
legacy in your will is available in the Church or you can contact us at treasurer@ludlowpalmers.uk

Thank you as ever for your continued support for the Palmers.

Know your Trustees

Sebastian Bowen (Chair) Roy Thwaites

Karen Raymond-Blake (Treasurer) Dina Webb

Ian Marshall Grace Wilkins

Peter Salter Eric Griffiths (St Laurence PCC)

Gabrielle Service Robert Owen (Ludlow Town Council Rep)

If you might be interested in becoming a Trustee please contact us on infor@ludlowpalmers.uk.
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